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Religion Meets Science in the Unity of Islam
Major Dr. Shah Nawaz Khan, LM.S. (Retd.)

A new book, entitled, Islam, Its Origin and True
Social Valuc, has been published under the patronage
of the Russian Government. Its author is a
well-known Russian orientalist, Mr. Kleimovitch, but
he has repeated the same allegations which werg
contained in the Russian Encyclopaedia of Islam,
namely : The Quran is a collection of old fables, it was
compiled by the Caliphs and it contradicts scientific

evidence. (Moscow News Item).

In this article an attempt will be made to refute '
the allegation that the Holy Quran contradicts scientific
knowledge, and to prove that its teachings are not
derogatory to true science. On the contrary, it
supports the established scientific evidence. In fact, the
Holy Quran has exhorted its followers to study the
scheme of the Universe and ponder over the laws
of nature, viz., to carry out research in spiritual
knowledge along with their research in Geology,
Archaeology, Astronomy, Botany, etc.

The Holy Quran says:

In the creation of the Heavens and the Earth and

in the alternation of the might and the day there are,
indeed, Signs for men of understanding. Those who

remember Allah while standing, sitting and (lying) on
their sides and ponder over the creation of the Heaven
and the Earth: Our Lord! Thou has not created
\his in vain, (nay)—Holy art Thou, save us then from

the punishment of the Fire,

This verse has revealed a truth so far
unexplored by the scientists that everything created
by God is for the good of man; even the so-called
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‘injurious’ things like poisonous chemicals and herbs,
venomous snakes, scorpions, bees, ants, etc; elements
like thunder, ,lightning, earthquakes, etc.; the parasites
of malaria, tuberculosis, etc.; the so-called useless
and vestigial remains of the man’s body like the
tonsils, appendix, etc., are very useful and beneficial
to man.

Conflict between Religion and Science

. It is a common knowledge that there cannot be
any true conflict between true religion and true
science, since true religion is based on the Words of
God and true science is based on the Works
(handicrafts) of God. ~ If and when a conflict
appears, it is not real, because it is always the
result -of a wrong interpretation of science or
religion. Sometimes the pseudo-scientists and the
camp-followers of science label unconfirmed theories
as scientific knowledge and they clash with' true
religion. On the other hand, sometimes, followers of
religion advance their = silly practices and fads,
inherited from their ancestors, as religious beliefs,
and they clash with true science. For instance, a
great majority of Muslims believe, and the Bible
also says, that the age of the earth is only seven
thousand years, and *this is contrary to scientific
evidence, which says that the earth is millions of
years old. This results in an apparent conflict, and
this is due to wrong interpretation of the verses of
the Holy Quran. ~Darwin's theory “of ‘Evolution
was once used as an argument to refute religion,
but this was due to a wrong interpretation of
science, . because this  theory of the ‘origin and

descent of man,’ has never been proved on scientific
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lines. In fact, this theory, which once used to
challenge all religions, is now obsolete.

Islam is the only religion which is at present
based on a pure uninterpolated Words of God.
Hence, true science cannot clash with its teachings.
In fact, true science has already met true religion
in the unity of Islam 1350 years ago. For this
purpose, I shall quote only seven basic truths to
prove that the Holy Quran has guided its followers
in the fundamentals of science. But it may be
added, that it does not give details like a book
on Physics or Astronomy, etc. It is a book on
spiritual guidance alome, but it also generally quotes
fundamentals of  physical science, which bear
testimony to the truth of the spiritual evidence
advanced. d

1. Life in the Other Worlds

The Holy Quran begins with a verse, which
gives a clue to its followers, relating to a problem
that has baffled the astronomers for centuries,
namely, life in the other worlds. In this connection,
the scientists have only been able to observe with
certainty that conditions favourable to vegetable life
have been found in some planets, wviz.,, Mars.
The first verse of the Holy Quran: All praise
belongs to Allah, the Lord (Sustainer) of all the
Worlds, clearly points out that there are other
worlds in addition to our globe, where the attribute
of sustenance ‘'is working. It is clear that sustenance
is prerequisite to the presence of life.

II. The Origin of the Universe
The most difficult question for astronomers to

answer is, how has the universe originated ? Dozens of
34
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theories have bezen advanced by the various schools
of thought in astronomy but none of them is
all-embracing. The Holy Quran has made a brief
hint to it, for the guidance of scientists, and the
modern trend also confirms it. It says:

The foundation of the universe was laid on water,
namely, Hydrogen Ions, which were pure atoms and
later became cindensed to form Nebulae, etc.

III. Birth of Absolute Time and Space

*The nature of ‘time’ and interstellar ‘space’ has
always been obscure for centuries, and some thinkers
have considered them eternal and ever-lasting. But
the Holy Quran says that Allah is not only the
Creator of the Heavens and the Earth, but also of
time and space. It says:

And We have not created the heaven ~and the

carth and all that is *between these two,” but in

accordance  with the  requirements  of  wisdom,
(Ch. 15, v, 85),

The words, between these fwo, is suggestive of the
creation of time, space and ether. Modern trend of
research also supports this view. There is no such
thing as absolute time and space. It is a subjective
phenomenon and a perception only, due to the
effect of the elements on matter and the rotation
of the earth, on our conscious mind. The sub-
conscious mind is not subject to the limitations of
Time, Space and Dimensions, There is no perception
of time in the dream world as well, which is also a
proof of the immortality of the soul and the
survival of human personality after his death.
The theory of relativity (Space-Time-Continuum)
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advanced by the Late Dr. Albert Einstein also
confirms our view. He considers Time a fourth
dimension of this 3-dimensional world.

1IV. The Expansion of the Universe
The calculations regarding the extent of the
universe have always been under-estimated which
was not fully understood. It has gradually increased
from 10,000 light years to a billion light years, and
this is considered to be due to the expansion of the
universe. It has been observed that new stars are
seen in the galaxy, known as the Milky Way, and
also on the edges of outer space, in the various
stages of development, which clearly proves that the
Almighty God is daily creating new matter from
nothing. The Holy Quran revealed this unknown
astronomical fact, 1350 years before this discovery.
It says: !
And We have built the heaven with ' (Our own)
hands, and verily We have power to expand it.

(Ch, 51, v, 47).
This is not being done by pushing the old stars
outwards, since the density of the universe is not

diminishing.
V. The Heaven, (Atmosphere), A' Canopy: of Air;
The Holy Quran says:

(i) And We have made the heaven a well protected
roof, (canopy). (Ch. 21, Verse 33).

(i) Who made the carth a bed for you and the
heaven a roof, . (Ch. 2,v, 23).

In the Arabic 'language anything elevated from
the ecarth, namely, clouds, atmosphere, ‘etc., are known

as Sama (heaver). Hence the canopy of air, that
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surrounds the earth, is also a protected roof. The
benefits of this .roof are briefly narrated.

Man thinks, he dominates the surface of his
planet but actually he lives at the bottom of a sea
hundreds of miles, deep the great ocean of air that
engulfs our planet.

1. Without the atmosphere, there would be no
life, animal or vegetable; no ‘weather, winds, clouds
or rain; no blue sky and oceans; no sunset ; no
rosy dawn. There would be no sound and no fire,
without the air and its free oxygen.

2. The atmosphere is a great protected canopy
that guards the earth from intolerable heat by
absorbing the sun's short-wave radiation. At night
too, it prevents the heat of the day from dissipating
into space, like the glass top of a green-house.
Without the atmosphere the day temperature would
ascend to plus 230°F., and drop to minus 300°F. at
night.

3. The atmosphere burns by friction millions
of meteors each day, from outer space, which would
have otherwise pitted the face of the earth as
ruthlessly as they have the surface of the moon,
which is without atmosphere.

4. Weight of this great blanket of air is
stupendous, namely, about 2,160 lbs. per sq. ft,
which is not felt because of equal pressure within
our bodies, The temperature of the earth is
regulated by the amount of CO, and water vapour
in' the atmosphere, which absorbs radiation. This is
the reason that, with the advance of industry . in
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big towns, the temperature of the earth ds gradually
increasing.

5. The beauty of the skies, its blue colour, its
rainbow, its twilight, even the blue sea, all flow
from the atmosphere. But the blue ‘firmament’ is
only 12 miles high and is caused by air molecules
intercepting the short blue wave-lengths, Beyond this,
it darkens, and above 20 miles it is black and the
stars emerge, even during the day.

VI. The Birth and Benefits of Mountains

The Holy Quran has not only enlightened man
on the origin of the universe but it has guided us
in the fundamentals of Geology as well, For
instance, it has made a hint on the birth and

benefits of the mountains. It says:
Have We not made the earth a bed and the
mountains as pegs ? (Ch, 78, v, 67).

It has called the mountains Autad, which is
a simple word for a peg, but in reality it is very
significant when studied in the light of the Arabic
language in  which the teeth also are called

Autadulfam, namely, the ‘pegs’ of the mouth. Let
us now consider the origin and uses of the teeth.

1. Teeth originate from inside the jaws. Their
nuclei are contained from infancy, but they erupt
only after some years from inside the jaws.
Similarly, the mountains did not appear from
without. They were quiescent as nuclei in the form
of lava inside the earth, and they erupted from
within, as a result of volcanic explosions in pre-
historic times. i
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2. The teeth maintain 'the balance of the
mouth, and the mountains also maintain the balance
of the earth, and save it from uncomfortable and
coarse tremaqrs, violent jars and vibrations, which
were very common before the mountains emerged,
as a result of violent earthquakes.

3. The teeth contribute to the beauty of the
face and jaws. Similarly, the mountains are
responsible for the scenery and variegated views on
the face of the globe.

4. The teeth support human life and help in
the digestion of food.  Similarly, human life also
depends on the mountains. They carry huge stores
of snow and fire-wood on their backs and also cause
rivers to flow with tons of primary rocks dissolved
or suspended in their waters, which fertilise the soil

in the plains below.

VII. Sex in the Whole Universe
The Holy Quran has revealed an astounding
secret of nature which was cryptic for centuries
namely, the existence of sex in the whole universe.
It teaches us that every created thing, whether
human beings or animals, vegetable kingdom or the

mineral world, are created in couples. It says:
(i) And cverything have We created in pairs, that
you may reflect.”” (Ch. 51 v. 49),
(i) Holy is He Who' created all things in  couples,

of what the earth grows and of themselves, and of

what they know not. (Ch. 36 v. 36)

There is sex differentiation in all creatures, even
stones and in animate objects, like energy, elements,

etc.
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Sex in human beings and animals is self-evident,
but the presence of sex in- plant life is a recent
discovery, which the Holy Quran advanced 1350
years ago. The Arabs know that the date-palms
are male and female and their union was a
prerequisite to pollination. But the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, (peace and the blessings of God be on
him), did not know that till it was revealed by God
and mentioned in the Holy Quran, which proves
that the Holy Book of Islam was not compiled by
the Holy Prophet. It was, in truth, revealed by
the Omniscient God. Sex in stones is displayed
when crystals of salts are prepared in the laboratory
which are of different sizes and shapes, because they
are male and female couples. L

Some forms of energy like electricity and the
atom are also male and female, namely, positive and
negative charge of electrons and protons.

But according to the Holy Quran even some

winds are male and female. Itsays:
And We send ‘impregnating’ winds, then we send
down water from the clouds, (Ch, 15, v. 22),

This is suggestive that some winds with male
properties impregnate the other winds which have an
impressionable nature (female) and they form clouds,
which condense, become heavy and pour as rain-
drops. Winds also help in pollination by bringing
male and female trees and flowers together, which is
an apparent daily occurrence.

Human heings are male and female as individuals,
but according to the W & M theory of the German

biologist, Weigner, all men are potentially women as well,
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and they contain vestigial female sex organs, and
all women are potentially men as well, and they
contain vestigial male sex organs. These organs
remain latent in function throughout life, except in
advanced years after the climacteric.

These seven basic teachings on physical science
will serve to illustrate the fact, that the Holy Quran
does not contradict but,. on the contrary, it supports
scientific evidence. I would, therefore, appeal to my
young friends to study the Holy Quran in the light
“of modern knowledge.  They should never adopt
a defeatist attitude when confronted with any
difficult problem by any expert in scientific
knowledge. ¢

No true science can offend against the pure and
true Word of God, -Al-Quran, Theories will change
if they conflict with this Holy Book, which is
unchangeable and firm like a rock. If any theory
clashes with it today, it will change tomorrow and
support its teachings like the late Doctor Einstein's

theory of Relativity.

Assertion of the Head of the Ahmadiyya
Movement

In conclusion, let me add what the Supreme
Head of the Ahmadiyya Movement, Hazrat Khalifatul-
Masih II, once emphatically said:

“If any expert of modern knowledge refutes
any Qurantic verse on the authority of some
scientific evidence, I shall explain to him that the
Holy Quran is correct and his finding is wrong.

The same may well be repeated to Mr. Kliemovitch.

He may produce any verse from the Holy Quran,
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which, in his view, offends against any established
scientific evidence, and we shall satisfy him with its
true meaning, which shall either not come in conflict
with the findings of the scientific investigations, or
in course of time such findings would be found to
be wrong, proclaiming the truth of. the assertion of
the Holy Quran.

Let me, therefore, pray, that Almighty God may
open the eyes of the Russian orientalists to enable
them to see the true beauty of the Holy Quran,
like the Western orientalists, who are being constrained
to make unbiased observations on the true Word of
God, Al-Quran. Amen!
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