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Dear Sir,

I have read with' interest a letter in the “‘Muslim Herald"
(June 1977) by Mr. D. Williams of the R.S.P.C.A.

My views on this issue will be based on my medical
knowlgdge and experience and as a scholar of the philosophies
of the teachings of Islam because 1 do not claim to be a
Muslim Mufti (Kadi).

For an Ahmadi (a true muslim) there is nothing new, in
the activities of the R.S.P.C.A. because it is a fact borne out
by the traditions of the Holy Prophet of Islam, peace be on
him, that he was as a matter of fact, the founder of the
pioneer SPCA. He laid down the basic principles of R.S.P.C.A,
1400 years ago, long before Europe got the first light of Jearn-
ing from the Moors in Spain. A few lessons he gave to the
carly Muslims for the guidance of the world are appended

below:

1. Do not brand' gnimals on the face—it is very painful.
Instead, do it on their thighs. This was later univers-
ally adopted by the civilised world.

2. Be kind to animals—even birds. Do not slaughter an
animal .in front of others. Slaughter quickly with a
sharp knife,

3. Do not make shooting an idle, wasteful sport. Kill

them for food only and not as sports. Mass massacre
is forbidden.
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Do not kill animals on the lead (tied dewn to a peg).
They should be free to run, and escape.

Do not isolate the young from their mothers, and keep
them in captivity.

Do not carry poultry held by the legs with heads hang-
ing down .

Attend to the sexual needs of your pets—as you do,
1o their other physical needs.

Methods of slaughter compared

o b

The Islamic and Jewish methods of ritual slaughter
should not contravene the requirements of the parlia-
ments act of 1958 re humane Kkilling, if it is done
quickly and with a sharp instrument with the animal
screened from others on the wait list. It js immaterial
whether the cut is made with a mechanised instrument
or human hand. . No doubt for mass production &
mechanically-operated instrument should be preferred.
Pre-stunning and humane casting are merciful and can
only be allowed if they do not defeat the object of
slaughter—viz: the animal should not die of shock
(concussion) before the whole -circulating blood gushes
forth. -Blood, as is well known, is injurious to man’s
physical and mental health, in spite of its richness in

proteins and iron.
The Quran forbids eating of the flesh of animals
(i) who die of strangulation (Munkaniga)
(ii! who are beaten to death (Mauquza)
(iiii killed by a fall (Mutaradiyya)
(iv) or goured to death (Natiha) (Ch. 5:4)

Hence if a skewer is applied to the neck for pithing, it
will be considered a foul act (Natiha—goured to death). But

: 7]

MUSLIM HERALD




[image: image3.jpg]Islam allcws us to consume the flesh of these injured animals
if they can be slaughtered before death supervenes (illa ma
zukaitym), (Ch. 5:4)

Pre-stunning and -humane casting are partly identical with
the Mauquza (beaten) and Mutaradiya (fallen) of the Quran,
which- can be sladghtered, before death supervenes and con-
sumed by Muslims in exceptional circumstances. Hence, there
is no risk to health, if Muslims take the flesh of animals
killed in the abbatoirs of UK. by pre-stunning, to spare avoid-
able syffering to animals.

Muslim - method of slaughter (Halal) is not painful and
merciless if the cut is made quickly with a sharp knife, But
I musi caution that the knife should not be wet razor-sharp.
This damages the ‘inner lining of the blood vessels of the neck

and cguses clotting and thus impedes the free gushing out of
the blood.

Secondly the neck must not be severed from the body.
before the animal is stilled to death. Hence, use of skewer
is not allowed before the animal bleeds to death.

2, I would like to be enlightened by the R.S.P.C.A. how
pre-stunning (both captive bolt or electric) acts, viz.
Does it cause a complete anaesthesia or only analgesia
or amnesia? If it only causes analgesia (loss of sen-
sation to pain) or amnesia (loss of memory) it is
acceptable to us. But if the concussion of the brain
causes complete anaesthesia with the adverse effects on
the cardio vascular output and impediment of respir-
ation and convulsive action of the muscles, it will
materially affect the free flow of blood. If the three
pre-requisites for this purpose (heart, lungs and mus-
cles) are adversely affected, such flesh will not be
lawful for us unless the R.S.P.C.A. can prove to the
contrary.

Death from slaughter is instantaneous and painless even
in un-stunned animals. The period of concussion is very brief.
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brain of all blood.

1 suggest that the RS.P.C.A. should arrange control ex-
periment.  Select, say, a dozen bulls of the same weight and
build and submit them to slaughter by three different methods
of ritual slaughter.

1. Muslim (Halal).
2. Sikh (Jhatka) and

3. Modern—viz, no stunning—severance of neck by a
sword (Kirpan) and pre-stunning,

It would be helpful if the effect of these three methods on
the heart output, respiratory function, blood pressure, convul-
sive movements of muscle ete. is monitored,

Islam has however, allowed two items of food as excep-
tions to the general law on prohibited foods—viz: Blood re-
tained in the liver, spleen and muscles and an apparently dead
—the ‘fish. Blood locked up in the body after complete depletion,
is not injurious to the health—in fact it is a valuable source
of iron, vitamins, glucose, etc. The Quran only forbids Dame-
Masfuh (circulating blood) as stated before (Ch. 6:146) be
cause it is a vast river of garbage and sullage that acts as
a sewerage of toxins—waste products excess—minerals, etc. and
hence is injurous to man’s physical and mental health,

The Holy Quran forbids dead animals but it is kind to
fish. Hence, it is not slaughtered for food. TIslamic institution
ughter (Zabah) embodies a two-fold purpose.

I. To invoke the name of God, the Creator and Giver
of life, Who can take life or allow man to take it,
in His name.

To empty the body of circulating blood (Dame Mas-
fooh).

9

Let us now examine how do these apply to fish.
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[image: image5.jpg]1. We do not kill fish. Nature itself causes it to die
of asphyxia (lack of oxygen). Its gills are adapted
to aquatic life viz: its body cannot assimilate atmos-
pheric oxygen. Hence we do not invoke tho name of
Allah (Tasmia) because fish does not need slaughtering.

2. Fish meat is almost white, because its blood is: sucked
mm its gills (when it dies of asphyxia) and the gills
are pulled out of the neck before cooking.

The belief that God is the Creator of life and He alone
can permit us to take life is more important than Tasmia it
self. Hence if a believer inadvertantly omits to recite Tasmia
this does not render the animal unlawful or forbidden (Haram)

Islam is a universal religion and its multifacet teachings
are comprehensive and applicable to the whole of mankind on
this globe. Its teachings are flexible (in fact elastic) and can
be adapted to the growing needs of all people—past, present
even future—at all times: Hence the word of God (Quran) is
able to solve all our problems at all times.

It is high time the co-operative societies whocontrol the
abbatoirs, in England, apply Muslim and Jewish butchers in
their slaughter houses, asis done in Australia.

It will be a wise business proposition, in view of the

growing dependence of Muslim states on imported meat from
the United Kingdom.

Yours etc,,

Dr, SHAH NAWAZ KHAN, M.B.BS.

Note: Further contributions on this subject are invited
from other readers as well. The above opinions do not neces-
sarily conform to the views held by others—Ed
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