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by Major Dr. Shahnawaz Khan

A Plea for Emmortality

This is a pertinent question which must be rationally answered.
It has been observed that all noble human works emanate from
faith in Resurrection of the soul. For, without a belief in the life in
the Hereafter virtue is deprived of all values. It is not possible to
free it from ostentations, viz., to render it for the love of God
alone and discharge it as a matter of sacred duty and an honour-

able heritage and trust.

The assurance that man is immortal and death does not
dominate him, makes all the difference in the world in our relations
with God, our cosmic environment, with our fellow men and our-
selves. This obsession, intolerance and greed are the root of much
of the evil in this world. We cévet, we hoard because of this race

with time, .

Many men refrain from committing crime for fear of the law
and the police. Many will loath sexual crimes to save their reputa-
tion and to avoid discase. Some even perform the pilgrimage to
Mecca and always stick to honesty and truth, to make their busi-
ness flourish. But these acts of business morality will not purify
their heart and increase their relationship with God—the true

fountain of righteous life.

Faith in this doctrine dispels fear of death and prompts man
to sacrifice his life like a brave martyr for the defence of his coun-
try, nation and the cause of truth and freedom of conscience in
the world. On the other hand people who do not believe in a life
beyond the grave generally tend to incline towards worldly plea-
sures and they are not prepared to relinquish their comfort under
any circumstance.

Again it is observed that many people die at a time when
their aspirations and designs have not yet fully materialised or
matured. Many more pass away and they are not rewarded for
their good works. For instance martyrdom the noblest human act
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[image: image2.jpg]of self sacrifice is not rewarded in this life. Very often wicked
people go free and many innocent persons are some times wrongly
punished. Hence it is imperative there should be a life and a
supreme court of justice in the Hereafter for the attonement of the
shortcomings and redress of iniquities and injustices of this world.

This spiritual court of the universe will watch the works of
men in theig perspective, consider their motives and prove his
guilt from actual records prepared from the cryptographic evi-
dence of his hands and feet, eyes and skin, before pronouncing
judgment on the award of punishment to the evil-mongers and
transgressors. It is not fair to punish an accused person until he is
convinced that he is in fact the criminal or the offender which is
only possible in the Hereafter where there is no possibility of a
ransom, intercession, bribery, or faulty judgment due to favours
or enmity.

The individuality and uniquenzss of man also proves the
necessity of a life after death. Man is the only creature who is be-
stowed with a free will and he is able to choose between good and
evil for the pleasure of God. No other creature possesses such dual
powers. In other words a man is a trustee of a free personality
which he accepted at his peril. This is the reason why only human
beings will be resurrected after death, even the angels and the satan
will not be rewarded or punished for the innate nature of their
duties.

Satan will certainly be cast into hell but its burning abyss is
no punishment or pain for him because he will be returned to his
home, sweet home; being a fiery creature. Similarly the angels
will be ushered into paradise, but this is no reward or pleasure
for them because they too will be returned to their birth place;
being spiritual creature, created from Nur (light). Only human be-
ings who are created from dust are amenable to suffer in the
flames of hell or enjoy the pleasant breeze of paradise.

The true object of man’s creation also demands that there
should be a life after death where the spiritual and mental facul-
ties of man should be perfected. According to the Holy Quran this
grand object is perfect love of and union with God: a naked
manifestation of His glory and complete submission to His Will
which evidently is not possible in this material world which the
terrestrial fleshy envelope.
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[image: image3.jpg]Human ego aspires after unity with the ultimate Ego (God)
in a more inclusive, cffective and unique manner and it needs
many different kinds of environment to achieve this object. In this
world the continuity of tension in the Ego cannot possibly be main-
tained without breaks necessitated by periods of relaxation and

sleep.
fi6-
The system of evolution also warrants a life beyond grave
where man can continue an uninterrupted, progress on the path
of spiritual advancement in a new and sublé form with a sublime
ethercal body and soul. Failing this, it is feared that man’s mental
and spiritual evolution will come to a half which is more disastrous

than bodily death.

Man’s present life history is very ephemeral as compared with
his unlimited past in the bodies of his ancestors and on the surface
of the earth in common with the vegetable kingdom and the
mineral world before his emergence from a sperm drop in the
mother's womb, He has passed through unknown primoridial
cryptic stages of evolution in millions of years since the time the
carth was separated from the sun. The nature of this long chdin of
life cycles still lies in the penumbra of obscurity. Similarly meta-
physical evidence can’t enlighten us as to the place where man is
translated to after death, which again is an endless journey in
the abyss. In brief, man’s past and future is shrouded in a deep
mystery and only a few score years of his present life cycle (Kairos)
are open o us for study and investigation. Man passes through
three different stages of evolution in three different worlds with
quite different environmental conditions and each successive staté
is higher and better evolved than the former one.

Man a Part of the Parents Bodily System

Firstly, before separation from the father and mother’s body
the destined embryo (Zygote) is a part of the parents tissues and
system, in the form of microscopic germ cells. It develops
there and is kept alive with blood formed fr(l)_m the food derived
mostly from the soil (dust). When the gbimina cells complete their
development in the parents body their further progress is halted
and they are constrained to leave their parent’s bodies in order to
find an independent existence as an individual entity. )

24 MUSLIM HERALD




[image: image4.jpg]Man in the Mother’s Womb

After separation frgm the parent’s tissues the life cell becomes
a zygoto and finds a reesting place in the mother’s womb. There
if-undergoes development and passes through various stages of
evolution according to - the biological principle, “ontogeny re-
peats phylogeny”. After completing the period of gestation its
further development is discontinued and it becomes necessary to
separate and remove it from the mother’s womb. This separation
is so imperative, vital and urgent that if the foetus is not removed,
uterus (womb) by natural means or by human manipulations, life
of both mother and child gets in peril. Hence the child urges its
mother to pass it on, into a new world where he could continue
his progress of evolutionary development, physical as well as men-
tal, in a new and wider environment. Thus the infant is ushered
into a new world by the midwife or the occoucheur.

Man in this World

The infant is born and continues its uninterrupted physical
and mental development in this world until he attains youth and
middle age. Generally after three scores and ten years he begins to
show signs of old age and after that he becomes senile. With the
advent of senescenes a sudden change occurs in him and the wise
old grand father becomes a child again. Not only his mental evo-
lution is stopped but his memory also fades. He is quite blank
like an infant. His five senses fail him. His brain can no longer
replenish its lost reserves of phosphorus and lecithir and he not
only cannot retain any new impression but also looses all his pre-
cious treasures ‘of useful knowledge as well, which he had diligently
acquired in his life time. His mental and spiritual evolution is sud-
denly interrupted on account of failure of his mental faculties to
manifest the powers of his soul.

At this stage there are only two sources open to nature re-
garding disposal of this worn out, tottering victim of advanced
senility. First course is to allow man to drift along with his totally
wrecked body and brain which is becoming an in reasKing liability
to the family as well as the society. The second course is to separ-
ate the precious soul from the worn out body and bestow on it
a new body to enable it to continue its unlimited and uninterrupted

NOVEMBER 1971 25

/!




[image: image5.jpg]progress in a new world. This release of the soul from the burden
of a cumbersome body is called death and the emergence of a new
young and healthy body in the Hereafter is termed Resurrection.

A simple analogy will serve to illustrate this point. During
intruterine life the link between the foetus (infant) and the
placenta (after birth) is very vital. But after delivery of the child
the position is reversed and an early interruption of this vital link
becomes imperative in order to protect the new born babe from
the deleterious effects of pains absorbed from the disintegrating
placenta. Similarly the worn out body has got to be separated from
the soul at the time of death to save the latter from complete
annihilation,

Was it not then wise and merciful on the part of the Creator
1o institute a system of death and resurrection for the body and
soul? Don't you realise that it was most cruel otherwise to allow
an old decrepit senile creature to linger on for centuries in this
state of complete physical bankruptcy and mental insolvcncé( with
his spiritual stéhina at its lowest ebb and finally to dump him into
a pit along with his valuable record of mental advancement and
spiritual achievements.

The Holy Quran has also vehemently supported the doctrine
of resurrection on grounds of the universal system of evolution in
the following verses: “O! people if you are in doubt on account
of the resurrection (then consider that) We have indeed created
you from dust, then from a spermdrop, then from clotted blood,
then from a lump of flesh, partly formed and partly unformed, in
order that We make (Our power) manifest for you. And We cause
what We will to remain in the womb for an appointed term, then
We bring you forth as babes, then (We rear you) that you may
atain to your (age of) full strength. And there are some of you
who are caused to die (prematurely) and there are others among
you who are driven to the worst part of life (with the result) that
they know nothing after (having had) knowledge. And thou seest
the earth lifeless but when we send down water there on, it stirs
and swells and grows every kind of bounteous vegetation. This is
because Allah is the truth and that it is He who brings the dead to
life and that He has power over all things. (Quran 22: 6-8.)
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[image: image6.jpg]The three stages of man’s emergence during the course of evo-
lutionary development are clearly elucidated in these verses. Firstly.
the state of man as part of parents body as well as the stages be-
fore the onset of sexual reproduction are expressed in the word
dust (turab) and then state two (mother’s womb) is described in
detail and lastly. the third stage viz., the retrogression of mental
faculties due to advanced senescence is mentioned and finally a
logical conclusion is drawn from it viz., that this imminent dissolu-
tion of cansciousness is averted by translating it to the next world
with new opportunities and this is brought about by a merciful
provision of God known as death.

The Resurrection of the human soul also imperative because
man cannot make peace with death or with the idea of death.
Human consciousness cannot tolerate the idea of its permanent
dissolution. The mind constantly obsessed with the fear of doom
and annihilation (consciously or sub-consciously) cannot work
efficiently, healthily or peacefully.

“A man cannot come in the world with nothing and then go
out with nothing. A man has to add up to something.” (Arthur
Miller—Death of a Salesman). Obviously, it is only the assurance
of ongoing consciousness and new opportunities of a reunion with
loved ones and a chance to redress injustice, make it add up.
“Resurrection therefore is not an external event. It is the consuma-
tion of a life process within the Ego. Whether individual or uni-
versal it is nothing more than a kind of stocktaking of the Ego's
past achievements and his future possibilities.” (Igbal).

1t is the innate desire of every human being to meet his lov-
ing elders his dear friends, and relatives which must be fulfilled.
Happy memories of the departed benefactors also make a sensitive
and grateful person anxious to reunite with them. This instinctive
urge will also complied within the Hereafter, by personal im-
mortality and subsequent Resurrection of all the departed souls.

The Almighty God can create a diversity of forms and types
of life which proves His Omniscience and Omnipotence. Hence
it is imperative that the human sould should be allowed to re-
merge on the pattern of its first emergence. This will demonstrate
to those who allege that God has been deposed and deprived of all
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[image: image7.jpg]powers to control the universe after its first creation. It will also
refute the belief that God was so wearied and exhausted after the
first creation that he had to take rest to recuperate and hence he
will not be able to recreate the universe after its dissolution or
resurrect the humans after death.

The Holy Quran has most logically stressed the necessity
of Resurfection. In Ch. 2 it says “How can you disbelieve in
Allah? When you were without life, He gave you life, and then He
will cause you to die, then restore you to life, and to Him shall you
be made to return.” In this verse five distinct periods are men-
tioned in the evolution of man on this planet and in the Here-
after. (i) A state of somatic death (inactivity) in the mother’s womb.
(ii) Life in this world after emergence from the uterus. (iii) Soma-
tic death. (iv) Resurrection in the Hereafter. (v) A return to God.

In this connection the first question to be solved is, why a life-
less embryo was given life (soul) at all in the mother's womb.
There must have been an aim and a purpose for it and conse-
quently a code of moral conduct must have been prescribed by the
Creator for the spiritual guidance of man, which justifies the
necessity of a revealed Book. The second question requiring an
answer is why a perfect human being was made to suffer death
after its first emergence in this world and why he was not per-
mitted to live in this world up to the day of judgment. This
clearly shows that there was a serious and vital purpose in the -
first creation of man which could not be fulfilled in this world.
Hence it was necessary to translate him into another more refined
and sublime world to continue its unlimited evolutionary pro-
gress beyond the grave. This is the only philosophy and true
rationale of the necessity of a life after death. As explained before,
in view of the past history of man which is spread over millions
of years it is highly improbable and illogical that his career
should abruptly come to an end with the dissolution of his body.
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