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ARE EARTHQUAKES INCOMPATIBLE WITH
DIVINE MERCY?

By Dr. M. S. Nawaz Kuan, MepicaL OFFICER,
Macap1 (KEnya)

A question may be asked, when it is claimed
that God is Beneficial and Merciful is not the tremen-
dous destruction of life and property caused by earth-
quakes incompatible with divine mercy ? Before an-
swering this question we must first see whether the
divine attribute of mercy is at all in evidence in the
Universe. If this manifestation is observed (and
experience tells us thatitis being manifested every
minute) then we shall hate to study the significance of*
seismic disturbances in the light of this all-pervading
dwvine attribute, It is our experience that every
object in this world has got two phases of its activity,
1t is simuitaneously useful and harmful. Even the
things which are considered to be very useful are not
altogether free from the element of harm. The general
rule is that if the benefits of an object outweigh its
harms then that object is considered useful. This rule
applies to earthquakes as well. Earthquakesare also
both beneficial and harmful. They act, asit were,
like a double-edged sword. On the one hand they do
some useful and constructive work and on the other
prove harmful and destructive. But their benefits
(though not easily perceivable) generally outweigh their
harms which are obvious, hence they must not be
considered to offend against the divine attribute of
mercy.

A close study of human nature reveals the impor-
tant fact that therc are two incentives to obedience, vis.,
love and fear. A great majority of men are moved to
obedience and submission by love and a few only bow
to fear. The Wise and Omniscient God makes use of
both thesc elements when dealing with man. If people




[image: image2.jpg]1938 ARE EARTHQUAKES iNCOMPATIELE, ETC. 111

do not take advantage of repeated warnings and mighty
signs of love, He sometimes shows His wrath as well
in order to save their souls from perdition. Man, as
said above, sometimes stands in need of the manifesta-
tion of God's Majesty and Power for the reformation
of his ways. That manifestation of God’s power takes
the form of earthquakes which is the most violent force
of nature which causes fear and thus greatly softens
and moves the human heart.

Sacrifice and sufferings as commonly understood
are the conditions preceding the achievement of any
success in life. It is an unwritten Law of Nature
that inferior things are sacrified so that higher life may
thrive. Earthquakes do kill many but incidentally they
lead thousands of people to a life of repentance, self-
purification and virtue, by instilling the fear of God in
their hearts. When we find that earthquakes help
thousands of people in saving their souls from spiritual
death at the cost of some whoincidentally suffer physical
death, how can we say that they are altogether harm-
ful and destructive for mankind.

Physical Benefits of Earthquakes

Besides, earthquakes are not always even physic-
ally destructive. Modern seismograph records an
average of 8,000 small shocks of earthquakes
annually. It is common knowledge that out of
these 8,000 it is hardly one or two shocks per
year that cause destruction of life*and property. This
shows that earthquakes and other seismic disturbances
are primarily meant for some great and vital construct-
ive work. A study of the evolution of the earth
shows that when our planet was a blazing, molten
turbulent, mass and its surface was very unstable and
tremulous continually quivering like a ball of hot
quicksilver, it was due to great earthquakes and
terrible volcanic eruptions that it gradually cooled
down and its surface subscquently became stable which
enabled vegetable and animal and human life to grow
on it.
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Thus we see that it was on account of these earth.
quakes which are considered destructive that the earth
took its present shape and became fit for human habi-
tation. In these days as always we continue to get
thousands of shorks, of which only very few cause
any destruction of life and property.

These routine, imperceptable, small shocks are
caused to prolong the life of our planet, They preserve
or generate new stores of energy and food for the main-
tenance of life and for our industrial and agricultural
requirements. When the upper strata of the earth’s
crust get exhausted, and their mineral (viz., coal, iron,
calcium, phosphorus, etc), and organic constituents are
more or less consumed, a sudden upheaval with con-
sequent jarring and vibration of earth’s deeper crust
occurs, which brings up deeper strata of the earth
laiden with fresh mineral and orgranic constituents,
This process goes on continually without our knowledge
(except of course by a swing of the seismograph
needle). and does not cause any harm. It is thus
obvious that carthquakes are useful constituents since
they prolong the life of our planet and provide for the
maintenance of its inhabitants. This is perhaps one of
the reasons why earthquakes are so frequent when
a messenger of God appears in the world.

It would not be out of place here to remove one
more misunderstanding regarding the divine attribute
of mercy, viz, how is it that so many innocent lives aze
lost along with a few wicked people who age senght to
be punished by divine visitations. A moment's seflec-
tion will remove this misunderstanding. Sitvated as we
are, we have sometimes to share the consequences of
the actions of our neighbours. It is not possible to
avoid it. One is bound to be influenced by one's
company and neighbours, by their ideas, suggestions
and habits. It is a law of nautre. This law
works equally well in the physical realm. If a patient
suffering from, say, tuberculosis or chelera carelessly
causes the germ of his disease to spread, his friends,
relatives and neighbours who mix with him and do not
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take necessary precautions are liable to catch the
infection. Again, suppose a party of a dozen men is
crossing a river in a boat and two of them get up and
begin to smash the bottom of it with a hammer and
the other innocent ten do not prevent them from doing
so the latter are liable to be drowned along with the
wicked. Similar instances can easil: be multiplied which
ciearly caow that “we influence and are influenced by-
the actions of those with whom we live.

Spiritually speaking God's visiting the earth
with His wrath in the form of famines, earthquakes and
pestilences may be compared to the surgical operation
of a surgeon. In order to save the whole body from
destruction the surgeon does not feel the least hesitation
in amputating the diseased limb and no body can call
the amputation of the diseased limb by the doctor an act
of cruelty.

Similarly does the Merciful God amputate the
diseased limb of humanity - the wicked, the iniquiious
and the recalcitrant among ther:—in order to save the
rest of it from moral and spiritual death. The question
why is a particular country at a particular time punished
by God by earthquakes, etc., does not arise, If we
once admit that God IS, we shall have to admit also
that He possesses all conceivable good attributes and
being a God possessed of the knowledge of the past and
the future He best knows when a particular people by
its ‘iniquitous actions has made ‘itself liable to be:
punished by Him: i




